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Facts and Figures about the Virtual Office 
 

Since the Virtual Office became available for purchase, countless studies have examined the effects of the 
technology on every aspect of life. Following are a few facts and figures that demonstrate the influence 
the Virtual Office has had on our society. 

 
 

Children and Families 

• Parent-teacher conference rates have doubled in elementary schools where teachers have access to VO 
technology.  

 

• Students of all grade levels with access to a VO unit at home achieve higher grades, on average, than 
students without such access. 

 

• A total of 95.1% of teens in the U.S. without a VO in their home have tried one. Of those teens, 73.0% 
first experienced a VO at friend or relative’s house; 18% at a mall or shopping area; and 3.8% at a fair 
or amusement park. The remaining teens first experienced a VO elsewhere. 

 

• Of the teens surveyed across the U.S., 99.4% said they would rather have their own Virtual Office 
than a car. 

 

• The divorce rate is higher among couples when one spouse has regular access to a VO and the other 
does not. 

 

• VO social networking sites such as Virtually Yours and Face-2-Face are cited as the number one reason 
couples divorce. 

 

• Family and marriage counselors now routinely encourage their married clients to schedule regular VO 
dates with each other. 
 

 
Health and Wellness 

• Counseling services offered via VO are sought by those suffering depression and/or social anxiety 
10.8 times more often than traditional, in-person counseling services. 

 

• Health club facilities that offer personal training via VO have seen a six-fold increase in membership, 
as have those with VO-enabled exercise equipment. 

 

• Some health insurance companies will refund a portion of the purchase price of a VO if it contains 
exercise equipment, as studies show that equipment in a VO is used much more frequently than gym 
memberships or exercise equipment purchased and placed in the home. 

 

• Preliminary studies of nursing homes, assisted living facilities, and hospices suggest that when VO 
technology is available in both the facility and the home of the patient’s family, patients live an average 
of 6.1 months, 3.7 years, and 2.2 weeks longer, respectively. 

 

• Virtual Office programs designed to treat phobias are as effective, if not more effective, than 
counseling services alone.  
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Travel and the Workplace 

• There is an inverse correlation between Virtual Office sales and new car sales.  
 

• Car insurance rates have dropped dramatically since the advent of VO technology.  
 

• Airline ticket prices have dropped by half since the VO was introduced. Most airlines, hotels, and 
resorts now offer buy one, get one free pricing, free car rentals, unlimited baggage deals, or other 
enticements to encourage people to travel more. 

 

• Timeshare sales have dropped sevenfold in the past two years. 
 

• Since the release of VO technology, the incidence of new bedbug infestations has declined by 73% in 
hotels and resorts.  

 

• The number of full-time telecommuters in the continental U.S. has increased by 43% in the decade 
since the release of VO technology. 

 

• The number of commuters has been reduced by half or more during rush hour in some locations, due 
to VO telecommuting (also called VO-commuting). 

 

• Since Grant vs. GreenLight, Inc.*, three quarters of businesses surveyed list inappropriate use of VO 
technology during work hours as the leading cause of employee termination. 

 
*Grant vs. Greenlight, Inc. was a controversial decision by the United States Supreme Court on the issue 
of employee rights. This landmark decision paved the way for employers to legally monitor their 
employees’ Virtual Office use during business hours, even when the unit is personal property of the 
employee and is not on the employer’s property (i.e., if the employee is telecommuting from a VO unit in 
his or her home).  

 
Employers must have a formal, written policy in place, provide monitoring equipment, and offer specific 
training to address appropriate use of the unit during business hours. Typically, salaried employees may 
not use their VO for personal use at any time during their regular business hours; hourly employees must 
clock out to do so.  

 
The implications have been widespread in the business world where it had become increasingly difficult 
to terminate an employee without considerable documentation. Now, with just a single piece of video 
documentation, employers can terminate an employee for VO indiscretions and feel reasonably confident 
that there will be no legal recourse.  

 
Several recent organizational studies show inappropriate use of VO technology as the official reason for 
termination; however, a long list of other issues is usually documented in an employee’s personnel file 
before Human Resources will resort to reviewing an individual’s VO videos. 

 
 

Miscellaneous 

• Scientists attribute the drastic reduction of carbon emissions during recent years to VO technology. It 
has been hypothesized that the danger of the greenhouse effect will be nullified if, and when, one in 
three homes (in industrial nations) own a VO. 
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• Before the advent of VO technology, the average American had $18,000 in non-mortgage debt. 
Currently, the average debt is nearly $76,000. 

 

• The average number of moves that apartment dwellers make before purchasing a house dropped from 
4.2 moves to 2.3 after VO technology became available. When the Partially Portable Model became 
available, the average rose to 3.6. 

 

• The IRS has seen an upsurge in VO write-offs on individual taxes.  
 

• The IRS audits 80% of individuals who claim a VO as a write-off on their taxes. Most of those audits 
result in penalties for the individual when they over-represent the number of hours per week that the 
VO is used for business purposes. 

 

• Financial experts cite the Virtual Office as the reason for the recent upswing in the U.S. economy. 
 

 

 

 


