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The Evolution of a Cover 

By Anissa Stringer 

 

 

Indie authors often mistakenly believe they only have to “write a book 

and the readers will come.” Not true. 

 

A subpar cover will scare readers away no matter how great the story is.  

 

Check out the evolution of the covers for The Glare and you’ll see what 

I mean! 
 

 

This is the first cover for THE GLARE.   

 

Yes, I know it’s bad. But I was a new 

writer. I was so excited to get my book out 

there, and I was naïve enough to believe 

that a good story would sell itself. It 

doesn’t.  

 

After learning more about covers that sell, 

I realized the following about this one:  

 

• The cover is amateurish in general; it 

       looks homemade (it was). 

• The picture is grainy and too small. (It 

       doesn’t matter that both were 

       intentional!) 

• There’s no human element in the 

       photo. It’s just a suburban landscape. 

• The title is small and thin which means 

       it’s hard to read as a “thumbnail.”  

 

Did You Know: The street in this photo is 

a few blocks away from the Ironwood Library where Jenna was hanging out when 

the glare struck!  
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This is the second cover for THE GLARE.  

 

Is it better? Yeah.  But great? No.  

 

This cover is certainly more eye-catching than the first. And 

the title pops. The image (which I paid dearly for to make 

sure I wouldn’t have to worry about copyright infringement) 

is also a vector image, which is kinda cool. (That means that 

no matter how big or small it is, the detail remains crisp and 

clear.) 

 

 As I continued to learn more about covers that sell, I 

realized the following:  

 

• The cover does not convey anything about the story (except maybe that there’s 

a girl it it). 

• The cover does not match the covers of other books in the same genre.  

 

 

Did You Know: I got the best gift from a friend after I created this cover. She 

folded/cut a book to match it! (The photo doesn’t do it justice—but it’s awesome!) 
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This is the third cover for THE 

GLARE.  

 

Is it better? Yes, loads! It conveys 

something about the story, and it’s a 

good match for other books in the same 

genre.   

 

So, what’s wrong with this cover then?  

 

Unfortunately, as a newbie author, I 

failed to attend to Amazon’s Terms of 

Service (TOS) agreement. Yes, me! 

the rule follower! I was mortified! 

  

I’d broken two rules that meant 

Amazon would sell my book, but they 

wouldn’t allow me to run ads on it:  

 

• The girl holding the gun looks 

           like she’s underaged.  

• The girl appears to be pointing 

           the gun at the reader.   

 

So yes, that means I had to revise the cover yet again! And I assure you, by this point 

I was feeling seriously DONE with this book and its cover! 

 

Did You Know: Even though Jenna is the main character in THE GLARE, in my 

mind, the girl on this version of the cover has always been Laney (her sister), not 

Jenna! 
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Finally, the fourth (and I hope the last) 

cover for THE GLARE. 

 

I asked my cover artist to swap out the 

girl on the previous cover for this one so 

I wouldn’t be breaking Amazon’s TOS. 

 

Could the cover be better still? Probably. 

But when it’s lined up with other 

apocalyptic books, it looks like it 

belongs there.  

 

Did you ever imagine it would be so 

difficult to create a cover for a book?  

 

Did You Know: THE GLARE was 

never supposed to be a series! I intended 

it to be a single book, and it was only 

when a friend insisted that Laney’s story 

needed to be told that I rethought my 

position.  

 

 

 

The Glare Series and Companion Books 

 

      
 

Did You Know: The companion books to the series (SINCE THE GLARE and 

BEFORE THE GLARE) were my favorite to write. They both offer behind-the-

scenes details about characters and events in the series…No one is quite who you 

think they are!   


